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were used on the breakers to sort coal. It was
backbreaking work that paid pennies a day.
Michael Tigue was one of these lads while at-
tending school. He later went on to work at
the Lehigh Valley Railroad and then as a pipe-
fitter. He is a member of Plumbers and Pipe-
fitters Local Union 524, the Knights of Colum-
bus and the Ancient Order of Hibernians.

Mr. Speaker, Michael Tigue has been mar-
ried to his wife Joan for 56 years. They are
the proud parents of four, Thomas, Mariclaire,
Michael, and Kevin. Their son, State Rep-
resentative Tom Tigue, is a longtime friend
and colleague of mine.

The Tigues boast 10 grandchildren and 5
great grandchildren and are members of the
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Hughestown.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud this year’s choice for
the Friendly Sons’ ‘‘Man of the Year’’ award
and send my sincere best wishes to Mr. Tigue
and his family.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, on the eve of Tai-
wan’s second presidential election there has
been much talk about China’s use of force
against Taiwan. I am concerned that the vot-
ers of Taiwan may be intimidated in this elec-
tion and their vote may be influenced. We
should let the electoral process work itself
through. The people of Taiwan deserve the
right to exercise their judgment in this demo-
cratic election for one of the three candidates.

While we all agree that there is one China,
reunification talks between Taiwan and Beijing
should be conducted freely and the two sides
should have equal footing in any negotiations.
I urge all involved in this process to let the
voters in Taiwan elect their new President on
March 18. After all, peace and stability in the
Taiwan Straits are in the best interests of ev-
eryone.
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Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of an increase in the min-
imum wage. Last year in my state of Florida,
more than half a million people earned the
minimum wage, a full 10% of the state’s em-
ployees. Many of these workers are women,
and most are adults who are trying to support
a family. Don’t be fooled by the claims that
these workers are all teenagers. In fact, sev-
enty-two percent of our nation’s minimum
wage workers are adults, and their family in-
comes are well below the national average.
For a family of four to live above the poverty
threshold, which is $17,000 a year, the min-
imum wage would have to be increased to
$8.19 an hour!

Since the 1980s, real earnings for our na-
tion’s workers have declined by 12 percent,

while the wealthiest 20 percent swallowed up
almost all of the increases. It’s ironic that pro-
ductivity, profits, executive pay and the stock
market are rising, but the incomes of the poor-
est working families in our nation are not.

The last time we raised the minimum wage,
10 million American workers benefitted and no
jobs were lost. The 1996 minimum wage in-
crease provided a pay raise to 10 million
workers, and since then the economy has
continued to speed ahead, creating thousands
of new jobs.

H.R. 3846 shortchanges minimum wage
workers by stretching out a $1 an hour in-
crease over 3 years, making low wage work-
ers wait as long as possible before receiving
the full increase.

In addition, this bill is loaded down with tax
breaks for big business, and by doing so it
threatens Social Security and other invaluable
programs! Not surprisingly, 73% of the bene-
ficiaries of these tax breaks are the wealthiest
1% of our citizens! This is another case of Re-
verse Robin Hood—stealing from the poor and
working people, and giving tax breaks to the
wealthy.

The Joint Committee on Taxation reports
that this will cost our country $123 billion over
the next ten years!

I urge my colleagues to vote for a fair min-
imum wage bill and support the Democratic
substitute. Stand up for our country’s hard
working minimum wage earners and vote ‘‘no’’
on the Republican measures.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, the members of
the North Texas Congressional Delegation
honor today in Washington, DC, the 1999 Na-
tional Hockey League Stanley Cup Cham-
pions—the Dallas Stars.

The Dallas Stars electrified all of Texas en
route to winning the oldest trophy in North
America and along the way these champs
gave us some unforgettable performances on
the ice. Whether it was the clutch play of cen-
ter Mike Modano, the acrobatic saves of vet-
eran goalie Eddie Belfour, the crushing de-
fense of captain Derian Hatcher, the leader-
ship of MVP Joe Nieuwendyk, or the stick
handling of Brett Hull, who scored the Cup-
winning goal—it seemed like every game a
different Star player stepped up and inspired
the team to victory.

Further, we would like to commend team
owner Tom Hicks, President Jim Lites, Gen-
eral Manager Bob Gainey, and Coach Ken
Hitchcock for giving all Texans a hockey team
to be proud of and showing that hard work
and perseverance do pay off. Many in this Na-
tion scoffed when the Stars announced in
1993 that they were bringing professional
hockey to Dallas, Texas. And now, just seven
years later, Texas is the home to Stanley Cup
Champions who have inspired many of our
youth to participate in this team sport.

Again, on behalf of Congressmen DICK
ARMEY, EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, SAM JOHN-
SON, and PETE SESSIONS, congratulations from
the North Texas Congressional Delegation

and a hearty Texas thank you to the mighty
Dallas Stars, 1999 Stanley Cup Champions.
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Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, today I want

to extend my warmest thanks and my most
sincere best wishes to my District Director, Ju-
dith Kirchman, who will be retiring in June
after 20 years of service to the citizens of the
Seventh Congressional District of North Caro-
lina.

Judith, a native of Fayetteville, NC, began
work in June 1980, for my predecessor, the
Honorable Charlie Rose. During the past 20
years, Judith has performed superbly in var-
ious positions and tasks. From assisting citi-
zens in their dealings with Federal agencies to
being that ‘‘point person’’ on natural disasters
to strategic advice and counsel, Judith has
been both resourceful and thoughtful.

When I think of Judith’s commitment to the
public good, the words ‘‘spirit, sacrifice, and
service’’ come to mind. Judith’s positive spirit
has always been to do the task at hand—a
spirit that inspires others to achieve. Judith’s
sacrifice in time and commitment has been to
make southeastern North Carolina a better
place to live and work—a sacrifice that meant
doing the right thing and not being concerned
with who gets the credit.

Pearl S. Buck once said, ‘‘To serve is beau-
tiful, but only if it is done with joy and a whole
heart and free mind.’’ Judith, there is no ques-
tion that your 20 years of service have been
the epitome of this statement. Service to oth-
ers has been the embodiment of your life—
service that sets a path for others to follow
and that we all should emulate.

As you enter this next stage of your life, I
am confident that your talents and energy will
continue to be of benefit to many. Through
your commitment to your church, your family,
and your community, a shining jewel you will
continue to be.

Bart Giamatti, the former president of Yale
University, said it well in 1987,

Be mindful of what we share and must
share; not the least of which is that each of
our hopes for a full and decent life depends
upon others hoping the same and all of us
sustaining each other’s hopes . . . If there is
no striving for the good life for any of us,
there cannot be a good life for any of us.

Judith, on behalf of the citizens of the Sev-
enth Congressional District of North Carolina,
thank you so much for the good life you have
given to so many. Now, you enjoy the same,
and may God’s strength, peace and joy be
with you always.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
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